What is a Contract Telecommunications Locator?

A Telecommunications Locator is a professional responsible for locating and identifying
underground telecommunications infrastructure, such as cables, pipes, and conduits.
Their primary role is to ensure the safety and integrity of underground utility systems
during construction, excavation, or maintenance activities.

What are the duties of a Contract Telecom
Locator?

Here's an overview of their responsibilities and tasks:

1.Utility Location: Using specialized equipment and techniques, telecommunications
locators accurately identify the location of underground telecommunications lines,
cables, and other infrastructure.

2.Marking Utilities: Once the underground utilities are located, telecommunications
locators mark the positions of these utilities on the ground's surface using color-coded
markings or flags. This helps prevent accidental damage to the infrastructure during
excavation or construction.

3.Communication and Coordination: Telecommunications locators communicate with
construction crews, contractors, and utility companies to coordinate excavation
activities and ensure that underground utilities are properly identified and protected.

4.Site Surveys: Before construction or excavation begins, telecommunications locators
may conduct site surveys to assess the location and depth of underground utilities,
providing valuable information for project planning and risk assessment.
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5.Safety Compliance: Telecommunications locators adhere to safety protocols and
regulations to minimize the risk of accidents or damage to underground utilities and
ensure the safety of workers and the public.

6.Documentation: They maintain accurate records of utility locations, markings, and site
surveys for documentation and compliance purposes. This information may be used for
future reference or by other utility service providers.

7.Problem-solving: In the event of conflicting or unclear utility markings,
telecommunications locators use their expertise to resolve discrepancies and ensure
accurate identification of underground infrastructure.

8.Continuous Training and Development: Keeping abreast of advancements in utility
locating technology and techniques through ongoing training and professional
development to enhance skills and knowledge in the field.
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What skills and qualifications are required for a
Contract Telecommunications Locator?

To work as a Contract Telecommunications Locator, individuals require a combination
of technical skills, relevant qualifications, and personal attributes. Here's a breakdown of
the skills and qualifications typically required for this role:

Technical Skills:

e Utility Locating Techniques: Proficiency in using specialized equipment
such as ground-penetrating radar (GPR), electromagnetic locators, and
utility locators to accurately identify underground utilities, including
telecommunications lines, cables, and conduits.

e Understanding of Telecommunications Infrastructure: Knowledge of
telecommunications infrastructure, including cable types, transmission
methods, and equipment, to effectively locate and identify underground
telecommunications lines.

e Reading Maps and Blueprints: Ability to interpret maps, engineering
drawings, and utility plans to determine the location of underground
utilities and plan locating activities accordingly.

e Problem-solving: Strong problem-solving skills to address challenges such
as conflicting utility markings, varying ground conditions, and other
obstacles encountered during utility locating.

e Attention to Detail: Careful attention to detail to ensure accurate
identification and marking of underground utilities, minimizing the risk of
damage during excavation or construction activities.

e Safety Awareness: Commitment to adhering to safety protocols and
regulations to minimize the risk of accidents and ensure the safety of
oneself, coworkers, and the public.

Qualifications:
e Reliable Transportation: A reliable vehicle is required, as contract
telecommunications locators need to travel to various work sites.
e Valid Driver's License: A valid driver's license is required, as contract
telecommunications locators need to travel to various work sites.
e Basic Hand Tools: Screwdrivers, Hammer, Wrenches, Can Wrench
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e Certifications: While not all are mandatory, common certifications for
telecommunications locators include:

e Certified Utility Locator (CUL) certification from organizations such
as the National Utility Contractors Association (NUCA) or the
National Association of Sewer Service Companies (NASSCO).

e REQUIRED: Competency Card issued by 4CC or industry
organizations, demonstrating proficiency in utility locating practices
and safety procedures.

e Insurances: REQUIRED vehicle insurance and $500,000 liability insurance
e Physically Ability: Position requires lots of walking and can be strenuous.

Soft Skills:

e Communication: Effective verbal and written communication skills for
interacting with clients, project managers, construction crews, and utility
companies to coordinate locating activities and convey important
information.

e Time Management: Strong organizational and time management skills to
prioritize tasks, meet project deadlines, and ensure efficient completion of
utility locating assignments.

e Teamwork: Collaboration and teamwork skills for working effectively with
other locators, technicians, and stakeholders to achieve common goals
and objectives.

e Adaptability: Flexibility to adapt to changing work environments, weather
conditions, and project requirements while maintaining a high level of
performance and professionalism.

Experience:

e While prior experience as a telecommunications locator is beneficial,
some contract positions may require on-the-job training for individuals
with related experience in fields such as construction, surveying, or utility
maintenance.

e Previous experience working in outdoor environments and navigating
varying terrain conditions is advantageous.

4CC Levels:

CL1 - Entry Level Contract Locator

CL2 - standard Level Contract Locator
CL3 - Advanced Level Contract Locator
Locate Manager - Department Manager
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